
 
 
 
 
 
 
On February 13, 2009, Congressman Solomon P. Ortiz (TX-27) joined the 
majority of the House of Representatives in passing H.R. 1, the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act.  This historic piece of legislation will save 
and create approximately 3.5 million jobs, stimulate the nation’s economy, 
and transform the economy to promote long-term growth and stability.  In 
Texas, approximately 269,000 jobs will be saved or created as a result of 

this legislation.  To put people back to work today and secure America’s role as a world leader in a 
competitive global economy, this legislation renews America’s investments in basic research and 
development and in deploying new technologies into the marketplace. 
 
Energy Provisions 
Low-Income Housing Weatherization.  The legislation provides $5 billion for the Energy 
Department's Weatherization Assistance Program, which covers some of the costs of insulating low-
income residences.  Through this program low income residents are able to receive up to $6,500 to 
weatherize their homes.  Funding for this program will go through the Texas Department of Housing 
& Community Affairs (http://www.tdhca.state.tx.us/ea/index.htm).  
 
Energy Efficiency Block Grants.  The legislation appropriates $3.2 billion for the Energy Department's 
Energy Efficiency Block Grant Program. The program provides grants to state, local, and tribal 
governments to fund public facility renovation projects that would install more energy efficient building 
technologies and materials, and energy efficient technology demonstration projects.  The appropriated 
funds will be allocated to units of governments as follows:   

 68 percent of the funds will be set aside for grant awards to cities, towns, and counties; 
 28 percent of the funds will be awarded to the states; 
 2 percent will be set aside for Indian tribes; and 
 2 percent will be set aside for competitive grants to local governments that are not eligible 

based on population or to a consortium of local governments. 
 
Energy Research & Development.  The agreement provides $2.5 billion for Energy Department 
energy efficiency and renewable energy research, development, demonstration, and deployment 
projects. Of that amount, $800 million would be used for biomass energy technology development, and 
$400 million would be used for geothermal projects. Biomass technologies includes growing plants to 
be used to produce fuel (biofuels) and using biodegradable waste as fuel. Geothermal energy is derived 
from capturing heat produced naturally underground. 
 
Advanced Battery Technology.  The measure provides a total of $2 billion for domestic manufacturing 
facilities to develop more advanced vehicle batteries. The Secretary of Energy will provide facility 
funding awards under this section to manufacturers of advanced battery systems and vehicle batteries 
that are produced in the United States, including advanced lithium ion batteries, hybrid electrical 
systems, component manufacturers, and software designers.   
 
Alternative Fuel Vehicles Pilot Grant Program.  The legislation includes $300 million for the Energy 
Department to distribute grants, through its Clean Cities Program, to state and local governments, 
metropolitan transportation authorities, air pollution control districts, and appropriate private entities to 
be used to purchase and demonstrate alternatively fueled vehicles that utilize fuel cell, electric, or hybrid 
drive system technologies. 
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Advanced Energy Investment Credit.  The agreement establishes a new 30% investment tax credit for 
manufacturing advanced energy property, such as facilities that manufacture components for the 
production of renewable energy, energy storage, energy conservation, efficient transmission and 
distribution of electricity, carbon capture and sequestration, advance battery technology, and other next-
generation green technologies. The credits would be available only for projects certified by the Treasury 
secretary, in consultation with the Energy secretary, through a competitive bidding process. The 
Treasury Department would establish a certification program no later than 180 days after date of 
enactment, and may allocate up to $2.3 billion in credits. 
 
Clean Renewable Energy Bonds.  The agreement authorizes an additional $1.6 billion of new clean 
renewable energy bonds to finance facilities that generate electricity from wind, closed-loop biomass, 
open-loop biomass, geothermal, small irrigation, hydropower, landfill gas, marine renewable, and trash 
combustion facilities. One third of the authorization would be available to qualifying projects of state, 
local, and tribal governments, one third would be available for projects of public power providers, and 
one third would be available for projects of electric cooperatives. 
 
Consumer Vehicle Incentives.  The agreement provides a tax credit for families who purchase plug-in 
hybrid vehicles with a base credit of $2,500. 
 
Science Provisions 
National Science Foundation.  The measure provides $3 billion for the National Science Foundation. 
Of the total provided, $2.5 billion is for research on social, economic, and environmental issues as 
authorized by the 2007 America COMPETES Act (PL 110-69), $400 million for construction of 
research facilities, and $100 million for education and human resources programs. 
 
National Institute for Standards & Technology.  The agreement appropriates $780 million for the 
Commerce Department's National Institute for Standards and Technology, which works with the private 
sector in an effort to advance U.S. competitiveness in science and technology fields.  Of that total, $360 
million would be for research and development facility construction grants, and $240 million for 
research grants. 
 
Ensuring Accountability and Transparency of Taxpayer Investment 
Funds appropriated in the American Reinvestment and Recovery Act will be distributed via existing 
formulas and programs with proven track records when possible.  Through various measures, the 
legislation promotes swift obligation of funds to immediately stimulate the economy, while still ensuring 
transparency and accountability.  Measures are in place so that taxpayers will be able to see exactly how 
their investment in our nation’s economy is being spent at http://www.recovery.gov/.  Any obligation of 
funds by a federal, state or local entity and all competitive grants must be posted for the public on this 
website. There are no earmarks in this bill.   
 
To find out more information concerning infrastructure and science investment in the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act, please visit http://ortiz.house.gov/ and http://www.recovery.gov/.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

If you have any concerns or need more information, please write or call our offices: 
 

2110 Rayburn House Office Building  3649 Leopard, Suite 510  1805 Ruben Torres Blvd., B-27  
Washington, DC 20515   Corpus Christi, TX 78408  Brownsville, TX 78521 
Phone (202) 225-7742   Phone (361) 883-5868  Phone (956) 541-1242 
 

Or visit us online at:  http://ortiz.house.gov 
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